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ABSTRACT 

An attenuator for radio frequency applications includes variable shunt elements 
and series transmission elements. The impedances of the variable shunt elements and the 
series transmission elements are selected so that the impedance of the attenuator at the input 
terminal remains at a nominal value for all attenuation levels, thereby producing low loss at 
high frequencies. The use of the attenuator as a switch yields a non-reflective switch at radio 
frequencies. 


